
T 
he prestigious American Legion Award has been given for 90 years to an 8th grade 
boy and girl. In fact, it was the Downingtown's American Legion Post that started 
this award in 1921 and it is has been award across the country by all or most posts 
since 1926.  One eighth 

grade boy and girl are chosen 
from a group of nominees.  The 
award is based upon honor, 
scholarship, courage, 
Americanism, service and 
leadership. 

¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ 5a{ ƴƻƳƛƴŜŜǎ ǿŜǊŜΥ 
 

Girls 
Vaishali Ashtakala  
Amanda Boornazian 
Blair Cox 
Lindsey Gonzaga 
Abby Herbst 
Rebecca Hodge 
Elizabeth Pierce 
 

Boys 
Christian Abbonizio  
Sean Bolenbach 
Tashi Eng 
Sam Jaffe 
Kyle Oberholtzer 
Rowan Padya 
Christopher Smith 

 
The 2010 DMS winners of the 
American Legion Award are 
Rebecca Hodge and Christian 
Abbonizio.  The winners were 
announced at the 8th Grade 
Academic Awards Ceremony on 
Wednesday, June 2, 2010. 
 
Congratulations to Rebecca and Christian! 
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Let Them Be HeardLet Them Be Heard  by Sloan Ferronby Sloan Ferron  

W 
hat an experience! 
I attended this 
ȅŜŀǊΩǎ 
Downingtown 

West High School Holocaust 
Symposium, on April 19, 2010. 
There were twenty Holocaust 
survivors who stood up and spoke 
in front of the whole 10th grade 
class to make sure that their 
stories, their voices and opinions 
were surely heard. I was one lucky 
seventh grader to have the 
opportunity to sit and listen to 
these valued speakers. 
 
As the Holocaust survivors 
entered the high school, they 
were greeted with finely dressed 
students, warm smiles, a red 
carpet and a loud applause.  
Seeing that, really was special to 
ƳŜ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊǎΣ LΩǾŜ 
taken an interest in the Holocaust. 
So this, for me, was the crescendo 
to a perfect symphony. 
 
Shortly after, one of the teachers 
led me into the auditorium to sit 
down.  I knew I had to get a seat 
in the front, but I also had to stay 
out of the way, so I sat in the front 
ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŦŀǊ ǊƛƎƘǘΦ L ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ǿŀƛǘ ŦƻǊ 
it to get started! As I was waiting, I 
could hear the claps and cheers 
from outside. It was very 
heartwarming. The staff, I think, 
ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǎŎƘŜŘǳƭŜŘ ǘƘƛǎ 
whole thing better. 

First, they would introduce the 
Holocaust survivors who would 
stand up and give a quick 
overview of their story. Next, the 
students would go into separate 
rooms with one individual 
Holocaust member to hear their 
entire story. 
 
When the overview was finished, I 
stayed in the auditorium. The 
speaker for this room was Manya 
Perel. Manya was a good student, 
went to public school and soon 
after, wanted to go to college. 
Then the invasion began. Germans 
had confiscated her home, the 
homes of 
her friends, 
forced 
them to 
wear stars 
and then 
forbid 
them the sidewalks and schools. 
While her family was taken to 
concentration camps, her brother 
stayed in the ghetto sick and 
dying.   
 
Manya had been sent to work 
with many others. Some baked 
bread, and others heated the 
DŜǊƳŀƴǎΩ ƘƻǳǎŜǎΦ aŀƴȅŀ ǿŀǎ 
chosen to heat the Germans 
houses. One night Manya and 
others had skipped work to go 
take care of her brother. When 

they were caught, all others were 
killed except for her. 
 
There were various occasions 
ǿƘŜǊŜ ǎƘŜ ƘŀŘƴΩǘ ŜŀǘŜƴ ŦƻǊ ŘŀȅǎΦ 
The soup rations they were given, 
often ran out. Manya had been 
caught taking two potatoes after 
fetching them for the Germans. 
She was then beaten. 
 
Once Manya was taken from the 
ghetto, she was transported to 
eight different concentration 
camps. She had taken in a child 
named Bella. Manya hid her, and 
took her in as her own.  Manya 

was liberated on May 1, 
1945 by the Russian Army. 
 
This is just one of the 
millions of tragedies the 
Jewish population had to 
endure. Although the 

historical reports vary in the 
numbers of Jews killed, we are 
very lucky to have the survivors, 
like Manya, to listen to and tell us 
their stories.  We need to know 
the destruction, hate, and 
slaughter, human kind can possess 
to help insure that, because of our 
awareness, something like this 
never happens again. 
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There were various 
ƻŎŎŀǎƛƻƴǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǎƘŜ ƘŀŘƴΩǘ 

eaten for days. The soup 
rations they were given 

often ran out.  



DMS Art Show winners 
Mrs. Prokop 

1st -Jenna Eberhardt 
2nd- Krista Smith 
3rd - Avery Bell 
Honorable Mention: 

Angela Silhan 
Courtney Emrich 
Maddie Cichewicz 

  

Mrs. Marsden 
1st - Jolie Ngo 
2nd- Katie Elkins 
3rd - Julianna Ricci 
Honorable Mention: 

Salayah Miller 
Robert Thomas 
Liam Brinser 

 

Mrs. Cave 
1st - Clemmy Harvey 
2nd - Evangeline Luciano 
3rd - Kylah Gaul 
Honorable Mention: 

Erica Lusky 
Sara McLoone 
Catherine Manthorp 

In addition, here is the list of students who brought in art work 
from home and won ribbons in the Independent Art 
Competition: 
  

1st - Evangeline Luciano 
2nd- Avery Bell 
3rd- Brianna Lazares 
Honorable Mention:  

Kelsey Boyda 
Katie Riley 
Madilynne Lee  

 
 

DMS 2010 Art Show a success!DMS 2010 Art Show a success!  
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DMS 2010 Art Show logo created by 8th grader, Kylah Gaul 

While contently munching on the soft 
pretzels and sipping ice cold water 
that Student Council was selling, the 
audience enjoyed numerous acts 
including 3rd place winner, Tim 
Larkin, 2nd place winner, Mary Kate 
Foley, and 1st place winner, Deana 
Moffitt.  Also, the spectators were 
screaming and shouting for their 
favorite teacher who danced onstage 
ǘƻ άtǳǘ ŀ wƛƴƎ hƴ LǘέΣ ǿƘƛƭŜ ǿŜŀǊƛƴƎ 
crazy wigs!  What a shock to see Mr. 
DiVito with hair! 

Congratulations to all of the 
outstanding performers, a big thanks 
to Mrs. Oswald and Ms. Henry, who 
ran the entire show, Mr. Mulvey for 
coming to support everyone, and to 
Student Council for putting it all 
together! 

W hat were you doing on 
Friday, June 11th?  
Student Council was busy 

running DMS Idol 2010, a show jam-
packed with singing, dancing, 
performing, and just about any other 
kind of amazing talent.  It was held in 
the cafetorium form 7-9 M.  Other 
than for their own enjoyment, friends 
and family came out to support their 
performing friends, who needed their 
votes to win the competition! 
 

DMS Idol a BIG Success!DMS Idol a BIG Success!  by Emilee Garrerro, Student Council Secretaryby Emilee Garrerro, Student Council Secretary 
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